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"May 11. Today Mr. J. wife & eldest daughter started for

.Fredericksburg to attend the Convention. - This morning after

reading part of a prayer, I closed the book & concluded extempore,

making a reference to the occasion. Mr. J. after using asked me

if some of that was not my own, & appeared to be somewhat sur-

prised but rather pleased. He may take the hint, & say something

about extemporaneous prayers if he wishes to have them substituted

for reading.

"June 23. I this day closed a. letter to Mr. Shepard, sent

ten dollars in it. I have been two or three weeks writing it.

My health is most miserable. I do but little except attend to

my scho:>l."

"July 8. Sunday. Mr. Meade preached today in a house of

Mr. Jones, as an introduction to a Sunday School of which I am

to have the care, & I fear the instruction also. Mr. M. preached

a very appropriate sermon on the subject of Sunday Schools.

After service there were given in the names of 37 children, to

my great joy. - At 4 o'clock I began my school. Heard all the

children read in the Testament that I might know how to class

them, explained the chapter they read, & made an address to the

parents & closed v/ith prayer. - I have not got an individual

teacher who will attend except occasionally. I feel my inability

for this undertaking, which rests eritirly on me."

His Sunday duties during these two years may be gathered

from another extract. This was the real beginning of his minis-

try, and a, period upon which he always looked, back with much

pleasure:

"July 15 - Sunday. This morning I conducted family prayers.

After breakfast selected a sermon to read & prepared to read

it. There are 5 visitors here. Heard the children read & recite

the Catechism. - Read a prayer, chapter, 2 hymns & a sermon in

the family before dinner. At half past 3 went to my S.S. After

classing the scholars I opened with singing and prayer. The

numbers exceeded 40. Had 6 to a.ssist in teaching, & I suppose



38

not one ever saw a S.S. "before. They were all entirly dependent

on me, & I had to attend to all that was going on. After these

exercises were all over I took upon myself one more duty, still

more arduous & important. There were a good many parents &

spectators present, & I called on all to attend, & read & ex-

plained the 4 chap, of Matthew. I did it much to my satisfaction

?c better than I had expected. - Mr. Jones said he had gotten

some new ideas from my commantations. - - At 9 o'clock I went

to a negroes meeting, wh. I opened with singing & prayer, but

wa.s too much fatigued to stay to any further exercises.

I feel happy at the thought of labouring for the cause of

religion. I fear that success will flatter my pride & vanity,

but 'tis my duty to wish for success. 0 God grant that I may

be successful & useful, & with all 0 grant me humility. May not

the good I do to others be the means of destruction to myself.1"

His congregation continued to grow. "I trembled like an

aspen leaf", he shortly writes, "on. seeing what a congregation

I had to lead in prayer & instruct in the word of God. This

explaining the scriptures, which I undertook for the benefit of

a few older scholars, 1 now have to perform before more than a

housefull of persons of all ages. I feel my responsibility &

inability. Am by no means capable of instructing such a, congre-

gation. But Providence seems to have placed, me as a Pastor over

the people of this neighbourhood. They are as sheep not having

a shepherd, & they voluntarily come to me for instruction. - All

seems to depend on me. Unless I interest them they will not

come, & unless I instruct & benefit them their coming will be

in vain. - I feel as if I ought to live nearer to God - to pray

more for assistance & success. 0 God let Thy Holy Spirit be my

teacher, & 0 grant that I may live a godly life, & now begin a

course of usefulness which may never end till Thou shalt call

me from the field. Were I not so unworthy I would ask that I

might be the instrument by which some soul might be saved, or

'even that a. revival might commence here. But what am I tha.t I
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be saved here 0 God all the glory would be thine, there is no one

to say, 'I did it1. Would not thy name be honored £ Thy mercy

magnified by such an event."

A few weeks later, "on looking around & seeing the large

number of young persons" he proposed a Bible Class. This was

soon formed & likewise grew rapidly. His only complaint was,

besides his own insufficiency for these things, that the after-

noons were to short for the Sunday School, the exposition of a

chapter for the whole congregation, (which often took more than

an hour) and this class, which followed. The work of the School

consisted chiefly in memorizing scripture, some of the scholars

learning one, or even two, chapters a week. To the "Bible Class

he gave a question to be answered & proved from scripture the

succeeding Sunday, & the pa.ssages they found bearing upon it

were made the basis of instruction. He mentions that one Sunday

once 1000 verses were recited, & said this was little above the

average.

In Nov. the School numbered sixty odd S: the Bible Cla.ss 25.

During the winter they were smaller, but were kept up with varying

attendance during his stay at Vancluse, £ probably long after

by Mr. Andrews, his successor.

Unselfish work for the souls, of men is ever a prolific

means of grace. "I know not when I have enjoyed religion so

much", he writes at this time. The spirit In wh. he began his

life's work was marked by the same humility & self-distrust, the

same awful sense of responsibility, but the same dependence on

God to do His own work, which ever characterized his ministry.

"0 God, what can I do without Thy assistance' A poor, ignor-

and, unworthy worm of the dust I am, yet I have taken upon me to

speak in Thy name, to explain Thy word, to seek to lead souls

unto Thee. I trust, 0 God, Thou wouldst not have put it into

my heart to engage in all these services if Thou dids't not de-

1 sign to as 1st me. - I will put my trust in Thee, who art my
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my strength. Do Thou grant that every week may be a day if pre-

paration for the sabbath, & every Sabbath a day of Thy power.

0 come by Thy nower & workj May some souls be born into Thy

Kingdom as fruits of the exertions here being made! Get glory

to Thyself by blessing the labours of so weak an instrument as

is now desirous of serving Thee'"

The character which this youth of twenty three years had

in a, few months established among strangers, is shown in the

following: -

"Aug. 3. Today I was called upon to perform a. duty from

which I almost shrank. I was sent for to the room of Mrs. Randolph,

(Mrs. Jrs mother) the daughter of a former Gov. of Va., who is

sick, to read, converse & pray with her. How could I do it I"

Happily for me I had this day felt more spiritual than for a

long time, £ had been nearer to God in my closet. - I went, & I

believe the Holy Spirit went with me. I read with the utmost

composure solemnity & feeling the 14 chap: of Job. I found

access to the throne of Grace in prayer, & there poured out my

soul with an earnestness & fervour not my own. I left the room,

feeling further from the world, more Heavenly, nearer to God

perhaps than ever before.

0 it is good for me to be put in such situations as this.

It drives me to the throne of Mercy. It brings me low, & makes

me feel from, whence my strength is. It makes me apply for assis-

tance feeling that I cannot be denied."

The chapter which he selected to read at the bedside of this

aged Christian is most significant. It is perhaps the most

lugubrious of all of Job's complaints, beginning, "Man, that is

born of a woman, is of few days & is full of trouble" &c. He

had not learned that he had a right to "speak peace". His theo-

logy was that of the Old Testament. With all the evidences of

his own acceptance which he enjoyed he yet "rejoiced with trem-

bling". The fear of God, rather than the love of God, was the

basis on wh. he built in his own experience, & was for a, long
,"-"
time the substratum of all his religious teachings. Judging from
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his own writings he WQS ill fitted yet to be a "son of Consolation".

His description of an old fashioned, full blown, Camp meeting

is well worth preserving: -

- "It began last Monday, & was to have broken up today, but

it is so glorious that they have concluded to continue it till

next Monday. - I had never attended a Camp Meeting before - &

always suoposed the descriptions I had heard were exaggerated.

I therefore went with as little prejudice as possible & with

strong hopes & expectations of being benefitted & of having my

feelings engaged. But to my great disappointment I found the

worst reports literally true. - I did not believe at first that

the preachers wished, to have so much noise & confusion, but am

convinced that they intentionally excited it to its highest pitch.

The scene was frequently horrible. The ceremony of conversion

wa.s performed by getting those who were affected, no matter in

what degree or from what cause, into the altar. These were called

the mourners. In. the altar were seated some of the best Christians,

or those who could make the most noise. When the mourners were

all brought in they were all mixed together, men women & children,

standing, sitting, lying or kneeling. Some of the preachers

came down among these & some stayed in the pulpit above. Each

one did what was right in his own eyes except to hold his tongue,

no one did. that. Some preached, some prayed, some sang, & some

conversed. To these all the mourners < rejoicers, saints &

sinners, joined their voices, some praying, some praising, some

crying glory & some Amen, till it made no difference what anyone

said, or whether they said, anything if they only screamed. For

all spake with tongues & no one interpreted. Thus they converted

them, three altars full a day. If any one chanced to be con-

cerned about his sins he could have no opportunity to reflect,

repent or pray, but must go directly into that superlative bedlam,

where the sun sometimes shown hot enough to make an African

faint, 4 be immediately converted."

Three reasons he finds why he sould especially live holily

and be instant in prayer. - "I am looked upon ao a perfect example
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of a Christian life. How important that my example should be

worthy of imitation^

I am considered an advocate with God for some. - Mrs. Ran-

dolph sent her Christian love to me, & asked me to continue my

prayers for her in private, & by God's help so I will.

I am laboring for the spiritual welfare of others, &. wha.t

good will labor do if not accompanied by fervent prayer! I have

sometimes thought of a revival here. - But if it comes I must,

as far as I know, offer up all the prayers of faith which must

precede it, & be the chief, perhaps the only instrument in it.

0 God give me faith such nearness to Thee, that I may, face

to face, ask for thy Spirit to be poured out on this neighbour-

hood & on my school." -

"Oct. 6 - I met my brother at Prospect Hill yesterday

we dined with Hutchinson. I parted with my brother ' • Mr. Dresser

today. They are going to Alexandria. & it is very uncertain when

1 will see them again. I have never felt so destitute of friends

since I came to Va. Have no Yankee friend left me but Hutchinson.

I have become acquainted with a Mrs. & Miss Custie, (after-

ward Mrs. Gen. Lee) who knew my bro. Daniel when in Va. They

were at Val^cluse Thursday, & Friday. I met them again at Mr.

R. Meade''s & became still better acquainted. - I bade them a

formal & affectionate farewell & received an invitation to visit

them when I come to the Seminary. They live but a few miles from

Alexandria."

This is the first intimation of his intention to study for

the ministry of the Episcopal Church, though it had probably been

formed for some time.

During the following winter and summer his work was kept

up and tho' he did not the special manifestation of the Spirits

outpouring which he desired.,, and did not perhaps realize the good

he was doing in sowing precious seed, for future ingathering. Yet
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he was not left without many tokens of God's blessings upon his

work. In his Sunday School he often saw persons moved to tears

by his exhortations & ea.rnest personal appeals, & was led to hope

that they were tears of penitence 8c contrition. When he saw one

"anxiously seeking religion" he visited him & strove to deepen

his impressions. More might be known of the immediate effects

of these endeavours were it not that his time for writing was

much less during- the second year of this work. He was then active-

ly preparing for the ministry, and I judge spent his spare time

in tentative essays at sermonizing. At any rate the Journal of

that yea.r is very meagre.

For six or eight months he visited weekly a sick man who

eventually died. Though faith iri the Savior was professed from

the first it was unaccompanied by conviction of sin or deep

penitence, and he considered it but a refuge of lies. He always

prayed with him when he went to see him, and at the end his

conscience was clear as to the faithfulness with which he had

presented the truth. But he had little hope that he was saved,

tho1 the general verdict was that he died a most excellent Christian.

But perhaps the most interesting incidents of his life at

this time were connected with his efforts for the souls of his

pupils. So directly did a blessing follow his prayers for and

with them, that he dwelt upon each manifestation of it with fond

particularity for some time. A few quotations will have to suffice.

"Oct. 28, Sunday. This morning I spent an hour & a. half

with my puoils in religious exercises, & they all appeared solemn.

After 3 or 4 chapters, some conversation & prayer they all left

me but John & Strother who stayed till I was tired talking. I

felt much earnestness & was encouraged by the solemnity shown".

"Jan. 14 - This morning after the children came into School

I read a chapter & made some remarks to them. I felt a.s if I

wd. make one more figorous effort to turn their minds to the sub-

ject of religion. I began to talk to them in rather an alarming
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way & soon found their attention was more than usually given to

what I said. I told them that there were mansions in Heaven

which they might go & inhabit, but it was left with them. If

they went it was well, if not, God could call in others to fill

their places, & the marriage wouid be furnished with guests. —

We then engaged in a prayer, the burden of which was tha.t if

these children would not embrace religion I might see the justice

of God so clearly tha.t I wd. riot complain, & that my exertion

might be blest to the salvation of others. - I then took a

dictionary & began to hear their lessons, but their voices fal-

tered and mine also, & we gave vent to our feelings in tears.

I took my bible & read some select passages, particularly 'No

man can come unto me except my Father draws him'. I ventured to

tell them that I thought the Father was then drawing them, &
spoke of the a.wful consequences of not coming, that God might

not condescent to draw them again, & then, as they could not

come without, their case was hopeless. This very passage which

I suppose in my heart I had a hundred times wished out of the

bible, I found now to be just suited to that time & occasion".

- For several days these scenes were repeated. But of course

such feelings could not last in the breasts of little children.

When they wore off he was totally discouraged. When they would

again revive his hope would rise. And so it went on for months.

He needed to study the parable of the seed growing secretly.

In his earnest zeal he wanted to put in the sickle while as yet

the tender blade was appearing. Fearful for them he strove to

communicate his fears to them, and worked on these rather than

on their affections. Sometimes he would move them by a threat

of leaving them alone & ceasing to cast pearls before swine.

That he was not thus working in vain however the following inci-

dent will show:

"I this morning went unexpectedly into the School room,

& to my great surprise & joy found my three oldest scholars en-

jgaged in social prayer. When school began it was evident they

wished me to talk to them. - They then invited me to pary with
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them which I did."

Among Father's private papers we found some verses written

by one of tnese dear pupils - Jane Jones - and inscribed, to him,

an excellent composition for a child. The first stanza is as

follows: -

"Men of God go take your stations,
Darkness reigns throughout the earth.
Go proclaim, anong the nations,
Joyful news of Heavenly birth

Bear the tidings
Of the Savior's matchless worth."

Inclosed with this was her obituary, & that of an infant brother,

by, I believe, Dr. Andrews, in which he bears witness to her

beautiful Christian character. A notice of her triumphant death

will be found, in an. extract from his Journal, in his memoir by

Dr. Walker. Another sister followed, her in a few weeks. Doubt-

less the reunion, in Paradise with these his "dear children" has

been sweet.

The mother of these children was Mr. Jones' first wife, a

neice of Chief Justice Marshall.

"While at Vai^cluse Father lost by death a very dear friend

in the person of Miss Buckner, a relative of Mrs. Jones, as I

judge by the name. "She was one", he writes, "tha.t I always

respected and esteemed, but during the last few weeks of her

life she became doubly dear to me." At her bedside he ministered

both as nurse and spiritual adviser. Two days before she died

"She sent for me & gave me her Prayer Book & Bible. She had

left them to me in a codicil to her will, but wished to give

them to me while ' could reciprocate this token of her esteem.

She adopted me as a brother, & said if she got well we must put

away that reserve that had existed between us. - Her death wa,s

such a.n example of Christian triumph as is seldom seen". -

"Never before was I so sincere a mourner, or have longed so

after a departed friend."

"Feb. 15, 132-3. This is my birthday. Twenty four years

of my mortal course are run - have carried their accounts to



46

to the Chancery of Heaven. - I have never made it my practice,

on any of my aniversary days, to form rules or resolutions by

which to guide my future life. I have no doubt such s. course

is of great benefit to those who follow it; but for myself I

choose that conscience shall be my guide & rule of life, & tha.t

I may do good for its own sake & not to keep resolutions pre-

viously formed. I love to be free, & when any question of duty

arises let me examine it in its bearings on duty & conscience,

not on rules & resolutions."

"Feb. 26. This evening ' mailed two letters, one to my

Father & one to my mother. Both were very long and very

serious. In them I promised to keep Sat. week as a day of

fasting and prayer for them."

"Sat. March 1. Today I mailed a letter to my brothers in

Alexandria, (Henry was at the Seminary & the other was James,

probably studying privately under his direction, ) & invited them

to join me i.n keeping this day week as a day of fasting & prayer

for our parents."

"Sat. 8. This is the day I have set apart for prayer for

my parents. I have passed the greater part of my leisure time

for the past week in prayer for them, & for preparation of heart

against this day. Have prayed especially that the letters I

wrote them might be blessed to them, - might lead them to reflec-

tion & awaken them to the propriety of spending this day in

fasting & prayer. And now, oh that I may have a Spirit of prayerI

I have no doubt that if I could get this Spirit, £ offer up the

prayer of faith, that it would be answered. The man who went

to his friend at midnight, to get three loaves, got them. And.

if my dear Redeemer denies me at first I still have as good a

chance of success as this man had. But why should I doubt.'

If I love Jesus, & He loves me, is it not unreasonable to doubt

His willingness to give me His Spirit!' If I can get this Spirit,

so that I can offer up fervent prayer, this will be ground on

which to rest my faith that the blessing will be conferred'.

And .just in degree as my prayers are fervent will be my belief
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that I shall hear of a "blessing on my fathers house."

Bat he found "other reasons, "besides Christo love to me,

why He should enable me to pray acceptably & then answer my

prayer". They illustrate the analysis ha.bit of his mind and the

trend of his theology. They are an echo from the old Ashfield

Meeting house.

"He takes pleasure in seeing His services performed on

earth, His name honored & His praises celebrated; & by so doing

He would have another family enlisted in His service, another

alter enriched where they would daily bow in honour to Him, &

from which incense would dally arise to His praise.

Another reason why He should save that family Is that the

price of their Redemption is already paid. The adding of this

family to the number of the redeemed would br; attended with no

additional expense. The ransom has "been paid.

God's mercy is infinite. Giving makes no lack in His

abundant fulness.

Justice is satisfied. It will shine infinitely glorious

in the death of the Son of God, although sinners are saved, &

in this event mercy will be gloriously magnified.

"By so doing God would strengthen my faith, so that at other

times I should be able to offer such prayers as He delights to

hear. Whereas If no answer is given I shall have my faith, if

I have any, weakened. Most certainly He would riot have put this

plan into my mind, & excited ray hopes merely to disappoint them'

Lastly, God's own & abundant promicse. Who can read His

word and not have faith in the efficacy of prayer."

It will not fail to be observed that these are based entirely

upon the Commercial theory, a.s it is aptly called, of redemption

& gra.ce. Hard & cheerless as it was he as yet ha.d learned no

other. It never occurred to him that God would be moved in behalf

of his parents by His own love for them, or to find in this the

surest ground for his faith.

In August he had a vacation of 3 weeks. "The first two I

spent writing - I wd. say what but for fear some eye might catch
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the word. (Sermon, no doubt.) I did not get through. Wish I

had a few more days to devote to it." The last week he mostly

spent in £ about Winchester, where Bp. Moore ws.s making a visita-

tion. He met the Bishop at Dr. Mea.de's ana saw him confirm twice.

Strange to cay he did not ava.il himself of this opportunity to

be confirmed, though he then expected to enter the Seminary in a

few weeks.

In October however he writes that he ha.d determined to stay

6 more months. "I intend to pursue the studies of the class

just entered at the Alexa. The. Sem. that I may join it next

spring." These occupied him so closely that the Journa.l wa.s

almost entirly silenced.

Father's determination to devote himself to
Seminary , , _ , , . . „
v̂—1̂ 29 Gospel mi: istry was formed, as we have seen,

July, 183].. before he came to Virginia. But at what time he

determined to prosecute that ministry in the Episcopal Church,

or by what steps he was led to such s, determination, we cannot

tell. Doubtless an ever growing love for the Liturgy and forms

of the Church, and for the Church people of Virginia, (though

he abused them so roundly, probably by way of amends for his dis-

loyalty of heart toward his own people, ) and. the exemple of his

brothers, made him quick to recognize what seemed to the leadings

of Providence. There may have been some recognition of the

superior claims of our Church polity, but he gives no intimation

of it. ( See however page 180)

In January 1829 He spent a few days at the Seminary with

his brother Henry, and received permission from, the Professors

to come in May and enter the Junior Class. On account of his

health, as he has told me, it was left optional with him whether

he would study Hebrew.

"May 8, 1829. I am now at the Seminary at Alexandria,, and

about to commence my studies. What, or how, I do not know.

I left Mr. Jones' on Monday last. It was the most painful

--separation I ever had part in. I loved the members of that family

as I did myself. I cannot think of them now without feeling a
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children!

I took leave of my Sunday School the day before. Monday

Tuesday & Weds. I passed taking leave of my friends. Now here

I am, far away from them a.ll, not knowing when, or whether I

shall ever meet them again. May I ever find plea.surre in commend-

ing them to the care of God."

May 16. "I have concluded to attempt the study of Hebrew.

My wish is to enter the class that began last fall. I very much

fear that I shall injure my health in attempting this. That I

may not I do not intend to study more than, three hours a day,

and if that is more than I cart stand will limit my time to two

hours. It is very trying for one, situated as I am now, to keep

from his books. Every inducement to study is before me, - - yet

I am under the necessity of limiting myself to very little study,

or I shall run the risk of being stopped entirely. - - - I have

an abundance of time to spend on the cultivation of my heart.

0 may God enable me to improve itJ I endeavour to spend my walks

in communion with. God and profitable meditation. May God grant

me the aid of His Spirit that it may be profitable. May He grant

me that nearness to Him wh. will enable me to commence as if face

to face, & that close walk with Him wh; will enable me at any

time & at all times to lift up my heart in prevailing prayer.

1 have made it a subject of prayer that I might be enabled to

change my habits with my course of life; - that on coming to this

place I might begin my Christian life anew. I hope it is going

to be answered."

21st. "I feel moved to thank God. that I have such a sense

of my own unworthiness generally a,s to be humbled rather than

puffed up by praise. But if I neglect to keep my soul imbued

with a sense of its depravity and the sins which I am hourly

committing, known only to God & my own soul, I find that praise

makes me vain."

On July 4th there were no recitations because it was Inde-

pendence "Day, but a prayer meeting was held, at sunrise. But by
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him the da.y was set apart for "special religious exercises with

reference to the communion" which was to be administered on the

morrow. Deploring his lack of preparation on previous occasions,

from lack of notice, he felt "peculiar pleasure in being able

to devote this day wholly to religion."

The session closed the following week and he set out for

his first visit to his home in New England since he came to

Virginia three years and three months before. On Saturday July

11, 1829 he left the Seminary, £ spent two days in Alexandria.

"Heard Mr. Wilson preach in Mr. Waltoiis Meeting House - an ex-

cellent sermon on Faith. To my great astonishment I could under-

stand what he said, expressed my surprise to him, as we went

home, that he could/ preach on Faith so a.s to be understood".

Sunday he attended S.S. Tea.eh.ers prayer meeting at 8 a.m., super-

intended a colored S.S. at 9, service at 11 with sermon by Win.

Jackson, at 2 p.m. Sunday School again., then afternoon service

and sermon. He then took leave of some friends and at night

refreshed his soul by attending a Prayer Meeting, his sixth ser-

vice for the da.y. Went home with Miss B. , a young lady who had

lately left the Romish church and was "very serious", and with

whom he had conversed before. He found her in an "unpleasant

and alarming state of mind" & "ga.ve her all such good advice and

counsel as I could and warned her solemnly and affectionately".

On the next day he missed the Baltimore stage in Washington,

and spent most of the day a,t the Capitol. Next day went to

Baltimore where he spent nearly a week waiting for a packet for

Boston. Went over the city and was particularly struck with the

Cathedral, and its fine painting "The Descent from the Cross".

He attended Mr. Wyatts ch. and seemed much disgusted at seeing

a. "congregation collect in the middle of the day and week to

read the church service. If they would get together and have a.

prayer meeting how it would delight niw". On Sunday he boarded

his packet but were becalmed in the harbour, and he went ashore

,to attend a seamans Bethel and came near being left behind.



51

"The Vessel was under sn.il before I perceived the change of wind,

but by going to a wharf low down the uoint I succeeded in hailing

her." He had never been to sea before and the voyage must have

been a trying one to him. He kept a pretty good log book of

the trip 011 the schooner, which was twelve days reaching Boston.

He was the only passenger except two "females'". The first night

they ran aground, and for two following days were beating down

the bay. The third morning they passed Gape Henry & were be-

calmed in the open sea for awhile, and when the winds came they

were in the wrong direction, and on several days they made but

25 knots in 24 hours. IVere in one gale and had much rough water,

and he was"sick as death. Can't sit up, and not a soul seems

to care whether I live or die". But during the whole voyage he

"kept the crew supplied with tracts. Some have been read. Had

considerable talk with some of the sailors upon the subject of

religion. Find some of them poisoned with Uriiversalism, & they

have not sense enough to reason or be reasoned with".

As they neared their destination fog as well as calm &

headwinds were against them, and they came near going ashore in

Vineyard Sound. At last on July 31st the log ends with the

record "in Boston bay". He was a week behind hand end troubled

about the anxiety of his friends for him. As to his welcome home,

his talk with Kith "c Kin, his travels to & fro - of these he was

too busy to write. His next entry in the Journal finds him once

more at the Seminary, his va.cation over:—

"Oct. 15, 1829. I have this day returned from my trip to

New England after an absence of three months. I travelled about

six hundred miles in Massachusetts. Visited Amherst at Commence-

ment, and also Williamstown. fifas at And over at the anniversary,

& did much other visiting. On ray return I passed, a little time

in New York and Philadelphia. Am now glo.a to be a place where

I can be at rest. - I have seen a good deal of the world, & I

hope picked up considerable information. 1 have been much grati-

fied, even more than I had anticipated, with visiting my friends.

It was delightful to meet them once more, £ I feel now my affec-
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tion for them stronger than ever before."

"Sunday 18th. I attended church in town today. Visited

8,11 the Sunday Schools and was cordially greeted "by many friends.

Oh how I love the warm affectionate manners of the people of this

country] The greetings of these warm hearts is most delightful

after the chilling intercourse of the north". AlasJ for this

loyal Yankee of three years ago]

"19th. I have today commenced my studies. To my great

regret Dr. Keith, under whose instruction I ha.d expected at this

time to come, is absent. I have decided to give up the study of

Hebrew. I hope by so doing to preserve rny health, and to get a

little time to read."

For the next five months the only entry is this: - "Jan. 21,

1830. I have this day read my second sermon." (before the whole

Seminary.) It was very long and very labored & had in it much

doctrinal matter. It was most severely criticised" &C.&G. On

Mar. 17, he read his third sermon. "It wa.s not much admired

or at least not much a.dmira.tion was expressed. It was long

enough for two. "

In March 1830 he undertook, in addition to his mission work

in town, as assistant superintendent to the Colored Sunday School,

a mission, or "meeting" near Mr. Froebels. At his first service

about fifty were present and he spoke or preached "much to my

satisfaction" from the text "I must work the works of Him that

sent me" &c. In a few weeks however the work seems to have been

put a stop to for want of a, room in which to hold, a meeting, but

only temporarily, for "Sharon" mission now occupies the ground,

and has for years out of mind. While I had my Seminary mission

work there I sapped one night at the house of the old misses

Proebel, and If my memory does not play me false they told me of

these very services as the foundation of the mission and. church,

but whether my father's name was mentioned I cannot now be certain.

"April 4 - This is Passion Week £ we have no exercises in

the Seminary. The week is set apart for devotion and the renewing
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of grace in the heart. 0 that it nay Toe a sweet season to me,

one long to be remembered. Attended service in town today &

there parted with a dear brother Leonidas Polk" (Bp. of La: &

Gen. C.S.A. )"who has gone to be ordained. He is a superior man;

wa.s much beloved here. I have the greatest confidence that he

will be eminently useful. He is as devoted and as holy a man

as any we had."

He often speaks of visiting the ooor and sick in the neigh-

bourhood, and of his "school"work - probably the Colored or

Mission School in Alexandria. "April 8. Went at night to ray

school, came home this morning to breakfast as usual. Had a.

most delightful meditation during my walk on the 51 Psalm which

I offered as a prayer. Then turned my thoughts to the 14 & 15

of St. John. This day I have devoted, as the preceeding days

of this week, to devotion. - - 0 how touching is this willing-

ness of the Savior to receive His backsliding children when they

returnJ - - to let the light of His countenance fall on the

wanderers from His fold who so richly deserve His frown".

"May 26. I yesterday returned from Convention. It was held

in Winchester. Have passed one of the most delightful seasons

of my life. The meeting with my dear friends was a pleasure-

not easily expressed. The meeting of Virginia friends is differ-

ent from that of New England. I may love my H. E. friends as

deeply and .more permanently, because my relations are among them,

but I do not love them so passionately, nor can they make a

pa.ssirig interview so sweet." From this time his efforts to keep

New England first in his affections seems to have been abandoned.

In his old age a friend younger than himself, on hearing that he

was a native of Massachusetts, sent him a message, in jest, that

he "never knew before that he wa.s a. Yankee". "Tell him", was the

prompt and dignified reply, "That I have been a Virginian longer

than he has".

This Convention of 1830, the first that Father ever attended,

wa,.s-- a most important one; and typical of those Conventions of the

olden time which survived so long, and are so dearly cherished in
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in the memories of the few who are left of the Virginia. Church-

men of anti Be Hum days, but which the giant Steam has driven

from among the possibilities of the present. It was the third

held west of the "Blue Ridge. Bishop Moore was not present, but

Bishop Meacle was, and the Convention, at the wish of the General

Convention, and in compliance with its declared principals, re-

moved the restrictions to the Episcopal succession with which Bp.

Meades election and consecration had been accompanied; and thus

what at one time threatened to be a serious breach between the

Diocese and the Gen. Convention was healed. There were present

twenty five clergymen and thirty four laymen of the very cream

of Virginia's citizens. Beside these, as was the old custom,

"tribes of the people", from all over the State, had gone up to

the feast. The business that was done would, have occupied our

Council in these times about half a day. The preaching and the

praying and the Godly conversation and loving intercourse of

saints would, now suffice for about five years. AlasJ "Fuit

Ilinn."

At the next Convention Bishop Meade thus refers to this one,

in his address:- "Most of you doubtless remember with holy joy

the exercises of the Sabbath which succeeded our last Convention

in the town of Winchester. The morning was commenced by admin-

istering the rite of Baptism to two Adults, and of Confirmation

to twenty two. Our midday services were truly interesting and

we hope edifying. They were prolonged to an unusual length by

the administration of the Lord's Supper to a multitude of devout

worshippers and by the ordination of one priest arid three deacons"

(one of these was Dr. Hill of Athens.)

It was a.t this Service that Father was confirmed. I once

asked him when and where he was confirmed and he said "In Win-

chester. I wa,s in the Vestry Room, with Bishop Mea.de before ser-

vice and remarked to him that I had never been confirmed, and

he told me I had better present myself with the others, which I

did". As Bp. Mea.de was only consecrated six months before it

must have been on this occasion. Thus he became fully identified
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with the Episcopal Church. My brother Robert remembers hearing

him say that he came to a decision in regard to its polity from

reading Bp. Onderdoak's "Episcopacy Tested by Scripture and.

History" while at the Seminary. No allusion is ma.de to the

matter in his Journal.

In July of this year his Father died. He continued at the

Seminary and doing his mission work until, - "Sept. 6 I have

today received an appointment from, the Va. Bible Society to ex-

plore Gulpeper Co. and supply the destitute with the word of

life. - - There have been several weeks delay since I offered

to take the agency arid the vacation is so far advanced that I

fea.r I shall not be able to complete the work before the session

begins. I shall take the stage for Culpeper tomorrow. I did

not intend to leave the Seminary this vacation but my health has

fa.iled considerably and I see it will be presumption in me to

continue my studies. May God follow me in this undertaking with

His blessing.

"Oct. 13 I have this day returned to the Sem: - - I found

the work an unpleasant one to me as I expected. I have not the

right disposition for it, it requires a person of more 'I don't

care' - than I possess." (AlasJ What C-oodwin ever has possessed

that invaluable trait, before or since1) But I hope I have not

laboured in vain. I have sometimes been able to make some close

remarks and with considerable feeling too. Have made some valuable

acqual.ata.nces. Have conducted exercises in S.S. and family wor-

ship in various instances. At first I had somewhat of an active

Christian Spirit, but my mind was so constantly occupied with

my business that at length it rather declined. May G-od forgive

& revive me I"

"Oct. 14 The session began today. We have been met by the

Professors who gave us some good, advice appropriate to the occa-

sion. - Oct. 15. Tonight met Dr. Keith for the first time in the

Lecture Room. Am highly pleased.. Think he intends to make per-

"sbnal religion prominent in all his instructions. - - We had a
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meeting of the Students today and they have conferred on me the

honor of Pater familias. - Have 'been today to Dr. Harper v/ho is

agent in Alex, for the man who cures dyspepsia mechanically.

As he is willing to cure me for nothing I have let him go to work."1

"Oct. 25 Monday. Last 7/ed. took the steamboat for Baltimore.

Thursday attended the Consecration of Bp. Stone. Sermon by Bp.

Moore. At night heard Bp. Mea.de. Friday attended meeting of

Education Society in the morning and the Claggett Association

in the afternoon, & heard Dr. Ducachet at night. Sat. I crme

to Alex, by stage."

"Nov. 10. Have this day read a sermon. Wa.s two weeks and.

three days writing it, constantly employed. - Mov. 13 I have

written letters to Mrs. Whiting, brother Henry, Andrews and Mrs.

Gardner since finishing my sermon."

Letters were letters, a,nd sermons were sermons, in those days.

"Nov. 22. Went yesterday to the Poor House. Am getting

quite interested in the wretched who are sent there."

"Dec. 3-1 I have today been surprised & in some measure

brought to consideration. I have been visited by Rev. Mr. Ting

of IVIartinsburg who called to consult me about succeeding him in

that Parish." (Who this Mr. Ting (Tyng) was I cannot discover.

He never took his seat in Council or made a. report. Probably

he was but a locum tenens.) "This was entirely unexpected and

untnought of. How strange.1 That I should be consulted with

regard to taking a. Parish: To be sure I have been expecting to

enter the ministry, but how this gives reality to it < seems to

bring it near] I solicited to take such a Parish - to be called

to decide if I will go - this is all new and strange. I am only

B boy, depending on others to tell me what to do & what is right

and wrong. 0 God, I desire to leave this matter in Thy hand.

"Direct Thou for me. I have thought of being a missionary in. Va.

during my first year at least. Shall I change my "olans or not?

Who can tell how much may depend on this decision? lord - Thou
**-•"'

shalt appoint my portion. Let me not presume to direct myself.
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If I should how Quickly comfort, respectability, salary, ten

thousand such considerations would warp my judgement. I desire

not to have a wish as to my future location, Tout to lie passive

in Thy hands. 0 do with me what Thou wilt." This is but a

specimine of the heart searching and prayer which make up this

single entry. And this call, so complimentary, and evidently

so alluring, is never mentioned again. As we shall see the

resolution to offer himself for missionary work was adhered to.

It was his custom at the Seminary to devote each Friday to

special prayer arid fasting. As the time of his ordination drew

nearer they were kept with special reference to that "awful

step". On his twenty seventh birthday, Feb. 15, 1831, he thus

writes: - - "This is to be an important year to me in all pro-

bability, ss I expect to take orders & commence the labours of

a. minister of the everlasting gospel. 0 that I might begin anew

my life.' I must indeed or I shall by no means be prepared for

that day on which 1 am to be set apart for this holy office."

And on the next day, Ash Wednesday, - - "This is the only Lent

I shall have to prepare myself before I enter the holy ministry.

0 that I may be enabled to improve these forty days in humbling

myself before God and in devotion] 0 that the work of sanctifi-

cation may go onj 0 Thou whom I hope to serve in Thy ministry

wilt Thou not prepare meJ' - - Let me not enter as I now am into

that holy office.'" S'.;ch was the constant burden of his prayers

as poured out in these pages.

During this winter he nursed a brother student, Parke F.

Berkeley, through a, long illness. March 10, he "Received a

letter from home that caused my heart to rejoice. - - It contained

an account of the conversion of my brother Edward: OJ it seemed

too much to be believed. He appeared to be the most hopeless

member of our family. - — 01 how unbelieving I have been respect-

ing himJ 0 God glory to Thy name! Go on in mercy with us "till

all our family are sealed for Heaven!" In June of this same

year he writes again: - ;'I heard from home. H. £ L. (Hannah &

Lewis) have become hopefully pious. Praise the Lord for His



58

goodness. Other wonderful loveJ But two left! 01 God may it

soon be that there shall not "be one."

In May of this year he spent a week in Alexandria, attending

Revival Services in the Presbyterian Church. I have heard him

tell of that week and he never forgot the impressions made upon

him. He said he thought he could learn more there than at the

Seminary end the Professors made no objection to his absence.

"We did pretty much as we pleased", he said, so he spent the week

studying the methods of the Revivalists, whose work seemed to be

eminently blest. He not only observed but took part in the work,

visiting those who seemed impressed at their homes and conversing

with them in the inquiry room. "I think", he writes, "I never

spent a more profitable week. I feel more benefit ted arid have

obtained more practical knowledge than I can express. I know

riot how I could have entered the ministry without it. - - I

look upon this as a, special Providence of G-od to prepare me for

His work. - - May I not hope that this preparation has been

afforded by Him who knows through what I am to pass, because He

intends me to act under such circumstances.' He has now, just as

I am abou.t to enter the ministry, done more to prepare me for

a place where the inquiry is heard, 'What must I do to be saved'?

than ever before. May I not therefore hope that He intends to

make me the instrument of awakening that inquiry?

Besides all this I feel greatly beiiefitted in ay own soul. -

The best way to enjoy God is to be diligent in His service. The

best way, if we have doubts and difficulties, is to - - pray

for others, - to long and strive for Gods glory whatever may

become of ourselves. 0 how much selfishness there is in religion!"

"June 4 Sat. - I have been engaged in writing a sermon on

the test What must I do to be saved. I bega.n it last Monday

week & today ' began copying it. I trust it will be a suitable

sermon to preach in a revival. - - - I have also been trying to

commit a sermon, that I may preach it memoritor. This I find

to be very laborious. It will take me a long timeT - but I hope
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by practice to acquire a facility so as to be able to commit

all my sermons."

"June 15. I this day wrote to Bp. Meade telling him that

I would be ready to com;aence missionary labour about the last of

September."

"June 29. The time draws near for my ordination. - - - I

do not intend to write any more or do anything else that will

interfere with the preparation of ray heart for that occasion

and the work in which I -am so soon to engage. 01 May Savior

bring me near to TheeJ Let me have clear views of Thee and the

work I am about to render, or engage to render, to Thee. Thou

knowest what I need fail not to supply me to the full."

So ends his record of his Seminary life - In our extracts

we have all that he wrote a,bout his movements and nearly all

about his studies. His Professors were Drs. Keith and Lippett

with Mr. Jackson for a, short time in Pastoral Theology. But the

course of study was, I .judge, very imperfect, and the students

took the course in a go—as-you—please fashion. The Seminary was

then "oretty much in a wilderness. The students took it week

about to go to town for the mail. Each man cut and carried in

his own firewood. My impression is too that they did their own

marketing and housekeeping. I suppose Fathers being elected

Pater Familias imposed these duties upon him for a time. The

students in 1830 numbered seventeen & in 1831 twenty three.

During part of his stay Father was charged by Bishop Meade with

the care, and I think also the tutilage, of his son, Rich— K.

Meade, who I suppose was what we would now call a "Prep". - He

was aided, by the Education Society, but among his papers is the

following, which shows his course in regard to it. "May 19, 1837,

Recd of F. D. Goodwin fifty dollars in full of bal. due for

board at Theo. Semy. of Va.

Chas. Mann
Cor. Secty. Ed. Soc."



60

Ordination "July 10, 1831 Sunday -

;;££• "This day I was set apart for the service of

1S3T "J2~7~ God in the work of the holy ministry. It has

been a, day of awful interest, "but of almost unprecedented happi-

ness £ peace. I was enabled to realize the awful responsibility

of the office to which I was consecreted - my own unfitness for

it, & my absolute dependence. But I was able to rest upon the

promise, & so to see the readiness of Christ to support me & to

lean upon Him, as to feel the most perfect composLire. I enjoyed

the presence of Christ and could look upon myself as not my own

but His, so as to feel no painful anxiety as to my success. It

is riot my work but His, and I have only to give myself up to Him

that He may use me as He pleases, & He will work out His glory

by me. I never felt more perfect composure & tranquility than

when I stood at the altar listening to the exhortations given

to me and passing through the solemn services of my ordination.

This season has been before my mind for months and it has been

my constant prayer that I might feel as I ought on this occasion,

& have the presence & blessing of G-od. If ever my prayers were

answered I think these were. I have felt all day as if the office

were one an Angel could hardly fill and that I could do nothing

of myself, '± yet 1 have not the least fear but know tha.t I can

do all things through Christ strengthening me. I long to be

engaged in the work.' I long to be sounding the Gospel trumpet.1

0 blessed Jesus I am thineJ use me arid never leave me.1"

The ordination was by Bishop Moore, and I have the long

Certificate, entirely in manuscript, signed by him and sealed

in wax. Fathers first utterance as a minister was to read the

Gospel on the occasion. Five others were ordained at the same

time. Father long survived them. all. A classmate, Rev. Chaplin

S. Hedges D.D. was not ordained till the following month. He

still lives, (1891), in Hew Orleans the oldest living graduate

of the Seminary and Fathers only surviving contemporary there

except Bishop Kip.
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The ordination was in St. Pauls Oliurch, Alexandria, and

before the same chancel his .youngest son took Deacons orders

49 years later.

The week follwing his ordination he left for a visit to

New England. The first Sunday - July 17 he writes - "Preached

this afternoon in Mr. Johnson's church in 'Brooklyn - was not

willing to preach in New York. I succeeded "better then I ex-

pected in preaching - Think that God was with me" - This first

sermon was from the text "The wages of sin is death" (Rom. 6,23)

have the m.s. now "before me. It was written at the Seminary

and he preached it 44 times. Its delivery would occupy about an

h our I suppose.

On Wed. July 20 he reached his home in Norton. His Father

was not there, he records sadly, but he found much else to thank

God for. The following Sunday he did not preach at all. The

next preached twice in Taunt on. The next twice in the afternoon

for his Bro. "Daniel at Wilkinsonville. The next in Norton. Of

this place he had. written - "I must preach to these people before

I leave - - 0 how much error has been preached in this placeI

how ignorant of the way of salvation these people are. May I

not be of use to them?" The sermon again was on the "wages of

sin", but he "pre-ached with little pleasure. Spoke with great

effort & was much exhausted. There were an. unusual number of

old people present & they appeared to me to be in some measure

deaf, and this led me to speak very loud." (What young minister

in the old home pulpit, cannot sympathize with this feeling?)

lie stayed in New England until September. Under date of

Aug. 2. Bp. Meade writes to him., at Norton, as follows.

"The peonle in Kanawha. will expect you as soon as you return to

Va." This is the first intimation I can find of his appointment

to that field. He was "to be a missionary there for six months

at least", £ was expected to be "under our roof once more" by

the Bishop on. his way thither.

The Journal is silent for several months but from other

sources I learn that he sent his trunk from Baltimore to Charleston



62

via Pittsburg & the Ohio, & did not see it again until the

following March. Oct. 3 he preached in Winchester, so he paid

the visit to Bp. Meade to Vaiicluse also, where he saw for the

last time a former favorite pupil Jane L. Jones to whom he was

devotedly attached. In less than two weeks a, letter followed

him from Mr. (Rev. Dr.) - Ghas. W. Andrews, his successor at

Vancluse, telling of her death, and two others followed from the

same household in two weeks. (Cf: Dr. Walkers life of Dr.

Andrews p.39.) Her obituary, and some beautiful verses for one

so young (15) to have written, a.re before me now from among

Fathers papers.

He performed the journey to Charleston oa horseback with

all his baggage in his saddle bags. He preached there first

Oct. 16, 1831.

The Journal during his stay was much neglected, and we have

but little to go on in writing this portion of his history. The

only minister who hs.d nreceeded him was Rev. Chas. H. Page, who

was there from 1823 to 1826. Bp. Meade had twice visited the

County, the second time during the proceeding spring. There

was a small church at Coalsmouth, about 10 or 12 miles from

Charleston, but none in tha.t town where he used the Methodist

Church. He gave alternate Sundays to these places, & also preached

at"Mrs. Fays" & Mrs. Boen's, and other private houses in the

County. He found 24 Communicants and left about 30. He gave a

Thursday evening Lecture in Charleston and for a, time at least

had a. Bible Class Friday afternoons. I find no mention ma/1e of

where or how he lived, what friends he ha.d or what pay. I opine

however that both friends and sheckels were few and his accommo-

dations none of the best.

Such extracts from his journal &c. will follow as will best

illustrate his life and work and feelings during this year.

"Nov. 13, 1831. Preached my second sr-rmon at Charleston -

never preached with more satisfaction to myself, although I had

a bad heada.che in the morning and felt very dull. I felt con-

strained to cast myself entirely on the Lord and rely on Him
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alone for ability to deliver my sermon. I felt that it wa.s of

little or no matter to me how I succeeded, that it was the Lord

who had called me to the ministry and it wa.s His work I was

doing, & that He could 'h would enable me to do it as it was best.

I think the sermon was a powerful as any I ever wrote - I got

lost in the delivery - had apparently every eye fixed ur>on me -

felt for the souls of those I addressed a,nd, I trust, spo-:e to

the hearts of some." The test was "Thou art of purer eyes than

to behold evil" &c. This sermon wa.s afterwards published, in a

Homilitic Magazine.

"Dec. 22. Married James Y. Quarrier & Miss Letitia Chilton.

Went through the ceremony and all the exercises of the evening

to my most perfect satisfaction. Received 10 dollars. This is

the first marriage I have solemnized."

He began now the practice of extempore speaking, first at

his Thursday night Lectures and then with many misgivings at the

regular Sunday Services. "Indeed I hone yet to be an extempora-

neous preacher", he writes, and no doubt if circura.sta.nces had

favored his efforts, - if he had ha.d books, and the health to

enable him to study them, and a fair congregation to inspire

him, he had succeeded more to his satisfaction. But a.s it was

the wonder is that he could prea.ch at all. But he could, as

witness: -

"Jan. 29, 1832. This is a snowy day. I ha.d more than usual

discouragements to contend with - - My health has been so bad

recently that I have been unable to write, so I was again con-

strained to preach extempore. Had something of the presence of

God in the morning before church. Thought over most of my sermon

on my knees. On going to church found no fire and the tell ha.d

riot been rung. Knew not what to do. But 3 persons there. Others

came in however to the number of 12 or 14 & it was decided that

we should have a service. I want into the pulpit with my great-

coat & buckskin gloves on trembling with cold. I knew that some

of my hearers were nearly sich with colds and others just ovit of

"a. sick room. Such was my preparation for preaching exteraooreJ
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After the service I suggested that It might be prudent for some

to go home. None went, & I began to preach with my great coat &

gloves on. I do not know that I ever spoke with more ease, or

to more attentive hearers. I feel as if the Spirit had assisted

me. I know not if I ever returned from church with more happy

feelings or higher emotions of gratitude. I seem to have realized

that the Lord will sustain those who trust Him. I have suffered

greatly on account of bad health, by which I have been kept al-

most entirely from study; but such experience of the goodness

of God as I have had today, such evidence of His readiness to

fulfil His promises - "my grace is sufficient" - "Lo I am with

you" &c.- has been a most sweet consolation, - one which I could

not have received, but for previous suffering. Had I been well -

able to write sermons & make all necessary preparation I should -

I could not have had this experience of Gods readiness to help

in time of need."

But in his overwrought nervous and debilitated physical

condition 'such occasions of joy were few. The next entry - and

when depression was greatest the records were most neglected -

is on "Mch: 7 - Ash Wed." & is a. Jeremia.d on account of himself

& people. - "For myself I am dead in spJJrit. Writing sermons

takes all ray life away both of soul and body. - What will become

of so useless, so worthless a creature". But on "Mch. 22 - Had

one of the sweetest visits to Heaven this morning that I ever

recollect to have enjoyed. Was led thither by reading Baxters

example of Heavenly Meditation at the close of the Saints Rest."

Under date of Dec. 15, 1831 Bp Meade writes to him & referring

to a letter from one of his people, Mrs. Fry, - "I am rejoiced

to find that what I expected is verified and that you a,re dear

to those over whom you are placed in the Lord. May this continue

and. increase more & more" - - "May great grace be on your dear

little flock of immortal souls when considered as immortal how

many they are.1" In this letter the Bp. speaks of Father's visits

to Lewisburg, Greenbriar Co., and, uniting in his efforts to se-

cure a visit to that place of B Presbyter to admit several persons
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to the Communion of the Church, says he had. written to Rev.

Chas. Page (then in Amherst) to go there, or else get Mr. Boyden

(Staunton) or Mr. Cobbs (Bedford) to do so. But neither ever

came. However I hope you will consider lewisburg as under your

missionary and pastoral care, & visit it as often as possible."

"It would be very desirable indeed", he adds, if you could procure

the assistance of some minister in Priests orders who would ad-

minister the Communion for you in Kenhawa", (So the Bishop always

spelt it,) and recomends that he write to Mr. Boyden, Mr. Wheat

of Wheeling and Mr. Bausman of Chilicothe Ohio. Such was his

isola.tion as far as ministerial companionship was concerned.

It was not until April that this design was accomplished. "At>ril

10. Parted with Rev. Mr. Bausraan of Chillicothe Ohio. lie came

at my solicitation to visit us and administer the communion.

He administered it here on Sunday. Monday we went to Coal -

Tuesday he administered it there, & after service to Mrs. Turner

in her sick room. It has been one of the most delightful seasons

of my life. May God bless him for his labor of loveJ Three

joined our Communion, one here & two at Coal. The one that

joined here, Mrs. Sally Brown, I baptized. This is the -first

time I ever administered this ordinance. It was the first time

too that I ever aided in the Communion - - no wonder that a

minister loves the members of his churchJ I never loved ray mem-

bers so much before. 0 that God may ad/' to our numbers.' How

overwhelming must be the delight of giving the sacred emblems to

those whom "we have been the means of bringing into Christs fold."

The Convention of 1832 met in Alexandria. Though lacking

nea.rly two months of the completion of his year in the T)ia.conate

Father was then ordained Priest in view of the long journey it

would be necessary for him to repeat if he waited until July.

As the Vestry of his Parish could riot certify from personal know-

ledge as to his "pious, moral & orderly" life for twelve months

proceeding Bishop Meade wrote that they could testify on the

assurance of some person of longer acquaintance with him, & adds
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"I have no hesitation in giving that assurance if your Vestry

will accept it."

On his way to Alexandria, he visited Lewisburg, Staunton, &

Bp. Meade in Clark. His only notice of the trip is as follows: -

"June 2— Sat. Returned this day from Convention after an

absence of near five weeks during which I travelled more than

700 miles on horseback, preached. 12 times & attended. Convention

5 days. My health 1 think is improved by the trip. I saw a

great many friends. Had much pleasure and. much pain, as is the

lot of mortals. On the Sunday of Convention I was ordained

Priest. It was not a season of such deep and solemn interest

as ••••/hen I took Deacons orders. My mind was too much occupied

with other things than religion."

The ordination was again "ay Bishop Moore, I think in Christ

Church. Three priests arid nine Deacons were ordained, among

the latter Dr. Andrews. In his memoir there is an interesting

account of the occasion and of this Convention, which Dr. Walker

characterizes as "a very remarkable one". There were present

more than thirty clergy of the Diocese and a. number of noted

Evangelical leaders from the North such as ffiilnor, Befell &

Henshew. It was a season of revival for the church in Alexandria,

or rather of renewal of the gracious influences felt the spring

and summer before when Father was still at the Seminary. On the

day he was ordained- Deacon upwards of 70 persons were confirmed,

(or just about that time) and. 58 on the day he was ordained. Priest.

But while his soul was doubtless refreshed and strengthened

by these scenes, and his ever sympathetic spirit rejoiced with

those that rejoiced, these were on the whole dark days to him.

Death had. been busy among his friends in Fred.erick and Alexandria..

He was cut off from those he loved by hundreds of miles of wilder-

ness. Troubles lay before him in the Parish he foresaw he must

soon leave. Above all he was a. sick man. Always the victim of

dyspesia, and often suffering excruciating pain, already these

"thorns in the flesh" were clouding his spirits and. sapping his

strength, as they did through the whole course of his ministry.
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Before he went to Convention Bishop Meade writes to him a letter

of needed encouragement. "Cheer up then niy Brother! renew your

strength; enlarge your heart; brighten your countenance; - lock

with hope uoon your hearers & cry with strong confidence unto

God. - - Do you not yield to a constitutional tendency to gloom

and despondency? "Do you not raise a. very high standard and then

too quickly and bitterly complain that a.ll do not rea.ch it? I

have sometimes feared in common with other sincere friends of

yours, that your ministry would be less comfortable & perhaps

less useful in consequence of this tendency. You should endeavour

to look on the bright side of things, to hope even against hope.

You must not give way to the idea of your sorrows being so oppress-

ive, your condition so afflicted, else your efforts will be

weakened and you will have no heart for any thing. - - Things

may indeed be very unfavourable with you but this may be designed

to prepare you for greater usefulness" &c. &c.

All this, and as much more, from the good Bishop, who said

of himself that "it was only from the sense of hunger that he

knew of having a, stomack, & as to nerves he knew nothing of their

existence from his own experience", and who, if a minister com-

plained of fatigue, "was apt to think the infirmity more moral

than physical". (Mem: of Bp. M. p. 458.) The advice was good,

tho' it must have required a good bit of grace to receive it with

a Christian Spirit. He can almost read between the lines, the

letter to which it wa.c an answer - The high aim, the low achieve-

ment, the disappointment, the suffering of mind and body of the

lonely watcher besioe the "corpse of a dead hope".

But he did not cease his labors or shirk his duty: - "Sat.

June 16 Performed one of the most painful and unpleasant duties

that is ever required of a ministers hand. Wrote to Col. T.

advising him. not to come to the communion table and saying that

I could not consciensiously administer to him the elements. This

is painful in any case, but for me, so young, to do so to the

greatest man in the County, who has been in Congress, the mostv

"devoted Episcopalian and my largest subscriber - it was apparently
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as much as I could do. But duty must be done. The consequences

I cannot anticipate".

"Sun. June 17 Preached & administered Communion in Charleston

the first time I ever administered this holy sacrament. Congrega-

tion small - appearances discouraging. - Satan seemed to make an

attack upon me in the pulpit. I had many wandering and distress-

ing thoughts & painful feelings. But I looked to Jesus & was in

a measure relieved. Performed the service acceptably & had as

much enjoyment as could be expected, considering the anxiety I

felt. In the evening had a large congregation at Mr. Boens. ! b

night I was too much fatigued to read and having no society I

went to meeting. Could scarcely sit up during service. Pell

asleep towards the end of the sermon &. was called on to pray

while asleep. The mention of my name wakened me. I did as well

as I could."

"Monday June 25. Started for Lewisburg arrived there Wednes-

day. Preached Thursday & Priday nights. Sunday preached £ ad-

ministered the Sacrament. Pound but one Communicant of the Church

in the County. Received 3 others. Thus I have made a beginning

in Greenbriar C. I trust it is acceptable to God, altho1 I am

aware some of the Presbyterians think otherwise. .Ycrlnesday

started home. Rode 3 very hot days & arrived here Priday evening."

This was the fourth time he visited this place. Letters from

the few churchmen there to him speak gratefully of the good done

in breaking down prejudices and "confirming the souls of the

Disciples". His hopes for a Church to grow from the "beginning"

he had. made here were not realized for nearly half a Century.

Presbyterianism wa.s too strongly intrenched there by the life-

long influence of "Old Parson Mcllhany" of blessed memory in. all

that section. He always entertained Pather at his house, loaned

him his church, and enjoyed his company and his preaching. But

he held his ground and his people. Yet the time came when our

Brother La.cy served the Churches altar in Lewisburg, and Fathers

influence lived once more in that of his Daughter. The quaint old

stone church, where the youthful Priest ministered the Bread of
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Grandchildren who sleep in the old "Gods acre" 'neath its shadow.

7/hile on a visit to Brother Lacy in Lewisburg in 1886 he

kindly took me to see Mrs. Pry, a daughter of Parson Mcllhany's

who lived, in hie old brick house on the hill above the church

and town. She received us with charming hospitality, and seating

me before the wide window where she assured rue Father used to love

to sit and admire the view, she delighted me with reminiscences

of him drawn from her early recollections - of his striking

figure, charming conversation, his pooularity with children and

force in the pulpit. After a lapse of 54 years these memories

seemed to be fresh in her mind, showing the impression he made

during these visits on one at least, and she then but a little

child.

During the month of August he was sick arid, completely broken

down: - "Sunday Aug: 12, 1832 - This is a lovely day but in-

stead of meeting with my people in the house of God I am sich in

.ray room. Was taken last night with fever. Sent for a Physician,

who gave me medicine 5: relieved me & subdued the fever. Have had

some sweet communion with God. Have had some sweet hope that

this sickness, tho1 light, may prove to be unto death, - if not,

that it may do good to my soul. I have a strong abiding desire

that my time to leave this world may soon come. I long to depart

and to be with Christ".

The Cholera, which was epidemic on the -'/iississipi and Ohio

that year, inspired him not with fear but hope. After noting

Services, Lectures & Bible Cla.sses that he was too unwell to meet,

he writes, "Aug. 2-3 If the cholera was in the pla,ce I should

expect to be siezed every hour. - - I think often, such is my

desire to be at rest, that it would give me pleasure to feel the

spasms coming on, as an attack of cholera would probably bring

me home to my Saviour".

"Aug. 25. Sent Bp. M. a letter I had been 3 days writing,

no better in health. Had a bar! night. Do not know whether

-I will be able to preach tomorrow, but Gods will be done. I fear
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I sin "by indulging s:ich strong desire that His will may "be to

take me to Himself. But when I look into Heaven I long to be there."

Improving very slightly he undertook a course of three

lectxires on successive Thursdays on Episcopacy, what it was, &

its "divine right", with the argument from Scripture and the

Fathers. Whether such a course was wise or not we cannot, at

this distance determine. At the first Lecture the Methodist

preacher Mr. G. - - was present, & at the close - "He rose in

a pet & replied. He was personal and cast some severe reflec-

tions. - What the result will be I do not know, but hope that

Mr. Cs heat will call attention to the subject & that the church

will be promoted."

On the next Thursday - "Had a crowded to hear my second

Lecture on Eniscopacy. Great attention was payed, the house per-

fectly still although the discussion was necessarily dull. I

think a, strong impression was made. Mr. G. rose & replied as

before. Wished to ask me a few questions. I answered two, which

I think I ought not to have done, & was then obliged to tell him

it would not do. He then made an appointment for tomorrow evening

to present his claims to the people. - - He tried to keep cool

and could not. I did without trying. I think the cause of the

Church will be promoted. It would triumph were it not for Mr.

G's. blasting influence. Our help is in God. If it is His will

our cause will prosper. 0 that I may bestow my labor as thou

wouldst have me, & so as to advance Thy glory. Keep me from

wrong, Oi My God & guide me".

On the next Thursday he was sick and suffering. "At ray

Lecture I was completely shut up, could neither make anything new

or think of what was most familiar to me. - - Much had been ex-

pected of me, indeed I never felt more confident of success than

I did that I could sweep away entirely all of Mr. G's. lecture

of the week before convist him of unfairness in reasoning, or of

being led astray by his Author. Instead of this I argued like an

aut'omaton. My mind was as inactive as a marble statue. I came
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home depressed, to the earth, went to bed weary, passed a restless

& almost sleepless night and today have been unable to do any-

thing but suffer. And now 1 shall have to do and hear Mr. C's.

reply. I shall go quaking and expect to more than when I get there."

Later he writes: - "0 that I had the wings of a dove, for

then would I flee away and be at rest I I have murmered some

today - have been disposed to ask why does God lay so much suf-

fering upon me? But altnought I cannot answer the question, one

thing is certain that no strange thing ha,s happened to me. I

have not yet resisted unto blood, as multitudes have done before

me. Why did God require his people to suffer so here on earth? -

Even so Father for so it seemed good in Thy sight. 0 God suffer

me not to murmer or repine. Lay not on me more than I am able

to bear, and cause it to work for my good."

/"I had a letter today from my dearly loved sisters M. & H.

0 how I long to see them! It is not that my lot is low
It is that I am all alone."

0 That I had a, friend, a counsellor, a companion. If I could

see a. brother in the ministry, or some one to whom I could open

my heart and that would cheer my spirit. But here I am all aloneJ

Blessed Jesus visit me. Come near, that I may tell Thee all,

and be Thou my Comforter. Why may I not make Thee my Counsellor,

and unbosom myself to Thee £ find comfort? Why shall I be soli-

tary when I have Thee for a friend? I will now take Thy Word and

do Thou speak to me from it to my comfort; then will be oraise

Thy Name."

How much wiser and more merciful wa,s the Master than is His

ChurchJ For "He sent them forth two and two before His face".

"Sat. Sept. 22 1832. Had a letter from Bp. M. I expected

that he would point me out a situation, but he did not, & now I

have but two weeks more to stay which does not afford me time

to write to my friends or look out for a place before I must

leave here. What to do I do not know."

"Sun. Oct. 7, 1832. I have now done my work in Kanawha,.

Administered the Communion in Charleston today - had a pleasant
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season. My sermon was well listened to "by a, tolerably well filled

house. This evening preached at Mr. Boen's to a larger number

than usual. They were attentive. I have performed the days

labor with less fatigue than usual notwithstanding the Communion.

And now rny work is done, and I believe I have been faithful."

(Thus endeth the Journal until the following June.)

The only call that I know of his receiving while in Charleston

was one from the "Executive Committee of the American. Seaman's

Friend Society" to go to Canton in China, to a.ct as chaplain to

seamen & residents there. It came to him through Rev. Prof.

Lippitt of the Seminary, whose letter is preserved. The appoint-

ment was to be for five or six years, salary not stated. "A com-

fortable and even, elegant living" was to be anticipated, and as

a chief attraction the opportunity of learning the Chinese lan-

guage under instruction of Rev. Dr. Morrison - (for whose history

and work see Bp. of Ossery's "Modern Heroes of the Mission Field',1

p. 95. ) "Very little religious society excepting Dr. Morrison

& Mr. Bridgeman and occasionally a pious shipmaster. No woman,

is allowed to live in Canton". For this position Father had been

"very advantageously reccornmended". He makes no mention in his

Journa.l of the matter.

Before he left the Seminary his friend Mr. Dressor who had

proceeded him into the ministry & had charge of the then just

organized Antrim Parish in Halifax Co. wrote asking him to come

after his ordination to Pittsylvania Co. where he had found a.

few Church people & had preached occasionally. I suppose Father

wrote from Charleston about this field, for under date of July 23/

32 Mr. Dressor wrote of a long trip he had taken with Bp. Meaoe1

through South Side Va. £ said - "We had considerable conversation

concerning you £ your prospects, & especially concerning the situa-

tion in which you would be most likely to be happy & useful, &

we came to the conclusion that Pittsylvania is not the place for

you. I think an old Parish would suit you better than a new one,

A Parish where you could enjoy the sympathy of kind friends & the
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fellowship of kindred spirits. You have a. kind of morbid sensi-

bility arrising partly from disordered nerves & partly from long

intercourse with none but the most refined society/ which would

render you unhappy in a situation where there is littel refine-

ment, such as Pitts.ylvs.nia. "

After finishing his years ministry in Kanawha Father put a

few sermons in his sad 'le-bags, mounted his forse and turned west-

ward, riding down the Kenawha Sc up the Ohio as far as Wheeling

and then back down the river as far as Parkersburg, where he left

the river, and civilization, and took, as nearly as he could, a

bee line, through an almost unbroken wilderness, to Charleston

agsin. Just what his design wa.s In taking this trio I do not

know, save that he wanted to try its effects on his health.

Perhaps his thoughts were turning to the West for a home and

work. More probably he had heard, of opportunities presenting

themselves on the River for the Gospel. It was the first yea.r

of the dreed visitation of the Asiatic Cholera, to which he had

referred. From his conversations on the sub.ject I recall the

following account of the tour. "The people were panic stricken

all up and down the River Valley, expecting each day the at>pear-

a..nce of the olague. Business was almost suspended and the aeoole

were eager to attend, the preaching of the Gospel. When I came

to a town I would simply tell who I was and would soon have an

invitation to presch and then to tarry and prea.ch again. So I

would put up with them and stay, preaching twice or three times

a, day, until I had preached through my saddle-bags. Then 1 would

go on to the next town or village and the same course would be

gone through".

At how many places this was repeated, I do not know. The

whole trip occupied, about five weeks. His health Improved under

it, he felt that he did good, and. alwaysspoke of this tour with

evident pleasure.

Stopping but 8. short time in Kanawha on his return he again

s"et out and rode across the State for the fourth time in 13
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months. I do not know his stopping places, except Staunton.

There he preached as usual, and the Parish "being vacant, (Mr.

Boyden having gone to Norfolk, ) he received his first call to

that place; which he declined on account of ill health, not

feeling able to take charge of a Parish. So he pushed on until

about the first of December 1832 he reached his Bro. Henry's

in Prince Georges Co. Maryland.

Lstry
in

Maryland
Dae. 1832 - Oct. 1836


