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I remember Captain Ballard as a white haired, white moustached
old gentleman, whose flashine dark eyes 1lit up with a smile as he talked,
and whose courtly manners marked him as's gentleman of the old school!.
When there were guests in the house, or if he was away from home, hewore
an artificisl Limb and used a heavy cane, but as a rule a wooden peg or
a crutch was preferred as being less cumbersome. Farely did he refer to
the limitations induced by the loss of the l=g, Maimed in the best of
causes, the old Confederate soldier bore his wound gallantly 2nd uncom-
plainingly. Many an acre did he plow hobbling along on the peg during the
lean days following the War when it was difficult to pet farm labor, and
more difficult still to pay for it; and heavy farm chores with axe and
pitchfork cid he perform. It is no wonder thut after the heavy work of
the day was done his fuce was often drawn with pain that found vent in @ .
bursts of irascibility that were sometimes hard on nis family; but there
was no complaining, no self pity.

Captain John Newton Ballard was born near Meachem's FRiver in

Albermarle county on the old Ballard farm. His fsther was William

allard,ﬁhis mother Sarah Black+ell, His vzternal grandfather was either
William or John Ballerd,—the names alternated for generations. His vpater-
nal Brandmother was a Jarman. The genealoey, as recorded in a succession
of Wills in Albemarle County, has nrver been accurately worked .out. The
lack of miudle names snd the reretition of Hohns and Williams would m:ke
it a difficult b¥t not imnossible task. The line eo-°s b ck to the two
Thowas Ballards of Jamestown,Williamsburg, and Yorktown, whose history
is tnoroughly documented in old records of those localities, and has
been authenticaily written ur® The first Thomas Rellerd was Colonel of
Militia in Jamestown uncder Governo¥ Berkley. His son, the second Thomas,
wno lived in Yorktown the latter nart of his life, was a Vestryman of
Bruton Church, a Councilman,abd a member of the committee thet built

the Capitol at Williemsburg.(Fdwerd, by the wey, is descended from all
three men who comnbsed thet committee), He owned much lancd, end sold to
the college of William end Mary the tract unon whichbits buildinegs were
located. My own home in Williamsburg- stands uvon land once ovned by him.
Col. Bellaxd had & large family, but none of the sons or grandsons ‘
attained to the same place of prominence in Colonizl affsirs that did the
father and grandfather. They seem to hzve settled uvon land farther
and fayther west. One, in the next generation, w-nt to Kentucky with
Daniel Boone. Tnis wis Bland Ballard, who became famous as a hunter and
vieon~er, Another son or grandson migrated to the then pioneer country of
Albemarle, an. there until the Civil War his descendents lived the Llife of
lendowners in a raw new country. They were not near enough to the Univer-
sity to be assuciated with the more sonhistocated society that gradually
grew un around that center, thoush the story told me by Mrs. Ballsird of
her mother-in-law who refused to go to church at Fairfax because she would
ride in nothing less =suitable than the 'coach' to which she had been accus-
tomed in the old days, would indicate that the standard of 1ife which the
family maintained was on a par with that of their well-to-do country
neiehbors.

I would like to know from what line the Ballards inherited their
remarkably hendsome eyes., I once asked Mgy. B-alladd and she was inclined
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to think it wias through the Captain's mother. Twis would coinside wh
the tradition I have heard of tha distinguished apnpearance of tne Black-
wells. Dr. Blackwell, long time oresident of Fendolnh-Macon College 1in
Ashland and his brother, Dr. Carl Blackwell of Pichmond, were both very
handsowme men, and I have often heard of the beauty of the Bl-ckwell
girl who merried the young John Marshall who was killed in the Civil
War. The mother of Mr. Thomas Keith of Fairfax, a cousin of ours, was
sisu one of these Blackwells of Fauauier Co. '
Ballard

Captain,was one of :4wo:brothers. William died young and unmar-
ried, of,tybhoia fever. There were »lso two sisters. The elder, Flla,
marTied a Poindexter and lived in Charlottesville. I knew her there
in her blind old age, and was the lvst one connected with her family
to see hei before her desth. She too, had the same brieght dasrk eyes,
wide open, though almost siehtless when I knew her. The younger sister
Bentrice, nhad married a nlain countryman, and for many years had no con-
tagt with her brother or his femily. She made her first visit to the
Ballards in Feairfax after I wes merried, -end T met her,--a short olump
1ittle lady, with the same lasi1g= dark eyes and black hair. She was smi-
ling and apvarently entirely satisféeé with herself. I do not remember
ner married name, nor the name of a married daughter who after the
death of my husband wrote me a sweet sincere little note, which I
appreciated andé answered.

At the age of twenty, Cavntain Bellard went to the University of
Virginia. In less than a year the war had begun, and he immediately
left the University, in comnany with some of his fellow students and
went to Columbim South Carolina where he enlisted in Co. A. Bat. C.
F-egiment 43. Later he served in a Virginia regiment. His father was
a colonel, in what command I do not know.He was killed in the Seven
D=ays Battle, and is buried among the hundreds of nameless Confederate
dead in Hollywood. Captain Bzllard was wounded three times, and almost
Lost his life once with tyvhoid fever,The wound which cost*him his leg
w:s received near Manasses Va, A brother Kavpe Sigma [ here at the
college whel Fuward was, told us thet one of the storied he had often
heard from his grandmother, was of the youns svldier brought wounded
to her home, who uttered no groan or sound while, without aenesthetic,
his limb was amputated. The overation was ~erformed by the lieht of an
0il lamn, the ¢inine roor *table served as operating table, and she stood
besiderhim} holdingtwebicloths to his head. Wallace said that from the
time he was a small boy, if he was hurt and inclined to make an undue
outery, his grandmother would check him with the words,!'Femember Captaln
Ballard!' With one limb pone he couid no longer march behind Lee, but
e could still sit on s horse. So nowice deunted, the young Cunfederate
joined the Rzanger caotain, Mosby,Battery 43 of the Cavalry. For a year
he served as a captain in Mosby's Commadd, though it seems he never ac-
tuslly received the rank of captain; and he took part in many of the
da1 .ng raids that made Mosby famous. It must have been during this time
that he first met Mrs. Ballard, then a girl in her early teens, for
during this last year of the War Mosby was operating in. this vart of
Northeern Virginia.

Mary Reid Thrift was botn in Fairfax County cbout 1852,She
was the only chiild of James Thrift anc. Lucretia Feid. Col. James Tarift
became a very real figure to me through hearing so many stories of him
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from Mrs. Ballard who adored his memory. He was born in Westmoreland
County, the eldest of a large family. His mother was Mildred Ball

of the samwe family of Balls to which Mary Ball Washington belonged.
When Jzmes Thrift was still a boy his father took his own life, in
despair, so the story goes, at the loss of his religious faith, after
much reading of the then popular Tom Paine., After his death, Mildred
Ball Thrift sold the Westmoreland farm and the servants that went-
with it; and in the days of the covered wagon she migrsted with her
family to Ohio, then a raw pioneer country. Here she bouerht land,and"
menaged to rear her chil ren and to give every one of her sons a
coilege euucation. Jazmes was a soldier in the Mex#can Wer, and it
was while in tne army, I believe, that he met Colonel Reid of Fairfax
County .When the war was over he came to Fairfax and vnracticed law in
the office of Col. R-eid whose daughter Lucretia he later married.

Col John Feid was one of a lone line of Pzeids that came to
this country from Scotland in the seventeenth century. They settled
in New Jersey, and a Feld of th= sewe family was a signer of the
Declaration of Tndependence, T do not know in what eeneration the
first of them came to Virginia; but I have the geneslogy cating from
the first counle in this country, which was copied from an olu family
Bible which my hushand kept at our house during hi§.lifétime, and
winich, at her request, I gave back to Mrs. Ballard s keeping. I do
not know where it is now.

Andrew FReid Flizabeth---
C-olemen R-eld----memeomeeme- F-uth Bond
(1686)
Joseph Reid----eeeeecmmmene - Barbara Walker
John Feld-—~-cmmcmmmm o= Nancy: ‘Botts
Col. John Peid-—emmmemc e~ Mary Hally

Lucretia Feid.

About four miles from F-arifax C-ourt House is the wry old
farm of 'Fruitvele!. It belonged to Mrs. Ballard's forebears since 1t
was part of the 'Fairfax tract', an:. there is no deed telline when it
came into their nossession. I do not know the name of the first owners
it may heve been Berkley, for the Berkleys lived on the adjoinine nlace
which at one time was »nart of the samr 'fgree. The hous~ on the Berkley
plzce--Millan, when I knew it--is much more nretentious, end T am
under the imPression that the Ballard house we know was built as a
tenemant house. But it was th-re that Col Feid lived with his sister
Molly when Jsmes Thrift ccme to Fairfax. T have heaid &he story some-
wnere of the two friends ridines home on horseback after Court Day,when
toGddies had been plentiful, and making thg welkin ring with thelr songs:
and whoops.



After his marriage to Lucretia the youne couple settled in Fairfax, in

a comfortable brick residence which T knew well when we lived there.

But their married life wes a short one. Tust one year after the little:
daughter Mary/was born, the mother died of tuberculosis. - ™e bzby was
taken brck to' 'Fruitvale! and plnced under he care of 'Aunt Mollie!

and the father turned his b ck on his broken life and joined one of

the partied then trekine west in search of gold. But when Mrs, Ballard
was still a small girl the claim of his little child brought him home -
egain, and he took up his abode at the old homestead and again prac-
ticed Law at the Court House. VWrs. Ballnrd remembered him from this time
with utmost devotion. It was he who gave i-r the name Lillie becasuse of
her fair coloring.Sne was surrounded by him and. the old aunt with indul-
gence and affection that might have svoiled a child of less tractable
and sweetanature, ‘When the War between the Stateg bepan, Col. Thrift
was among the first volunteers, and was soon a mgjor in the Army of
Virginia. He haa been cited fog@romotian to the rank of Colonel Jjust
before he was killed durine thé Seven Pdys-Rattle. He, too, is buried
at Hollywood, in the same rows of unmwsrked graves where Cavot. Ballard's
father,,killed in the same battle, found a resting vlace.

Before he left for the war, Col..Thrift had vrovided well
for his daughter. The old place, of three hundred acres, would be hers
and a considcerable income from other spu'gfiJ Rut he made:a sad mistake
in his choice >f a guardian for hegf’ﬁ‘?irs ousin of !;gtgother'g,had
meeriedy an Fnglishman, lately come "toY the neiehborhood; ya man of an
ingratiating nersonaslity, but utterly untrustworthy. ATter the death
of her father, Mrs. Ballard went to live with her euardiesn and was
happy in the comnany of four cousins near her own age. She remembered
with snecial affection snd eratitude the kindness znd understanding
sympathy of thz oldest of there cousins, who made her her special charge.
She attended for severasl years a boarding school at Falirfax Court House,
where she was a schoolmate of Mrs, Moore, mother of F.Walton Moore of
Fairfax.The school was located next the church,and was a rambling old
mhite house, among large olé trees.Tris was the home of the Loves, our
next-door neighbors when we lived in the Fectory in Fairfax. Here she
wos tausht those subjects considered necessary for young girls of her day.
Beside the Eneglish subjects, she had French and music. The delicate
henawriting which she retained to the end of her life, was then thoueht
ta be an essential accomnlishment for a youneg lady.

Mrs. Bsllard's grief at the Toss of her fathe;/was deev and lasting-
She loved to recall little incidents that she remembered of his life.
and it wes part of her srecial pride in her oldest son, that he inheri-
ted, so she thought, many of his grandfather's quelities. Thoueh only
thirteen years old at the time of his death, she nut on deevn black and
became so accustomed to wearing only blaclk that she told me she had had
only one or two colored dresses in her life since. She had once bought
a brown suit or closk, an¢ felt so uncomfortable in it that she fZave
it away. D-curing her girlhood she spent some time with her father's
brotners and sisters, now at the head of homes of their own in Nhio.
It was here that she came under the influence of & hieshly emotional type
of revivel, anc¢ was baptized into the Bantist Church. She had, of course,
been baptized as an infant in the Fnsicopal Church at Fairfax. Her loyal-
ty to the denomination of her chbice never swerved, and she tried hard to
mzke good Baptists of her chil:oren,
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When Mrs. Bailard became of age,-it was discovered that nothing was
left of her estate except the farm. Principle and interest had been
used for her 'board and suvnport!. The czse was taken to Court in an
effort to get some redress, and Mr, Moore of Fairfax was Mrs. Ballard's
attorney. However, after working up the case for his client he was
prevailed upon to switch over to the other side and won the case

for the guardian. There was no one really to fight the case for her,

$0 everything was lost. It was not long after this that she and Capt-
Ballard bec+-me engaged.

F-or a year after they were married they lived in F=-ichmwond
where Capt. Ballard, after reading Law for awhile in the office of
Judge Lacy, f{ather of our Uncle Hugo, #&® had found 2 job more to his
likine thah the Law, But when their first child, named James William
for his two grandfsthers, was a year old, they moved to Fwairfax and
into the old fzrm house at 'Fruitvale'., Here they lived out their long
married life. '

Neither Mr.n-or Mrs. Ballard had had any training or equip-

ment for the life thrt confronted them. Althouesh both had Brown up
on a farm, it was in the days when lebot was the cheapest and most
easily hzd of all commodities, and where methods were wasteful and
expenuiture of farm products lavish. Now, however,trsined labof was
scaree and must be paid., It was from the first,a constant struggle
to make ends meet. Never in Virginia were there leaner years in which
to rezr a family. Food was sufficiently plentiful as was firewood, for
by hard labor the farm would provide them. But when potatoes bwought only
twenty-five cents a bushel, and prices for other products vere in pro-
portion, the things that it took money to procure were scarce indeed.
It was a problem .uring most years to raise the money for taxes, for
farm equipment, for necessary clothing. Captain Ballard nrocured such
jobs as he could do during those months when he could be svared from
the actual work in the fields, For years he was tax assessor for the
County, and during each spring traveled around the county over the
muddy roads in his open buggy. Mrs. Balilard too, worked untiringly all
her life. With such help as she could afford, often none at ail, che
did the work of the straggline old house, cared for her seven children,
raiced chickens =nd made butter for the local markets, and during some
of the short winter terms when her mother-in-law lived with them, even
taurht in the neighborhood school. She never learned how to meke her
work easier, in fact ilf never cseemed to occur to her to try to spare
heepself any labor or inconvenience. T think I never knew a person so
entirely and unselfconsciously unselfish in her every attitude as

she was. She was 2 tiny little women, not five feet tall, but
sturdily built. Txactly the opnosite in temperament of her choloric
aquick tempered husbsnd, her natural mildners and sweetness of disposi-
tiopcarried her through the hzrd and lean years as no other endowment
could huve done. Thouzh his occasional outbreaks sometimes made thines
difficult for his wife and childien, the Cavtailn was devoted to his fami&
In the lavish old days he would have been the typical genial and gen-
erous head of the house,beeming upon his family from the head of the
traditionally laden board. To the end of his days his eyes would soften
when they fell upon his wife. After they were both wiiteheated I have
seen him beckon her from across the hearth, where the family sat in a
circle around the wide open fire. 'Come over here and sit by me', he



ggg;g say,andhis eyes would sgeak as only those Ballard eyes could,

There was little social life in this particular neighbori
hood. The occasional trips to the Court House for shopping, to ser.
vice a4t the Episcopal Church, or to a Memorial Day Commemoration
were relatively few and far between., Por Captain Ball:ird the high
light of the year was the Coafederate Reunion, and when it was ~
possible Mrs. Ballard accompanied him to these meetings., Here for
brief days the bheloved of their southland again were heroes in
grey, listened to by old comfPades, admired by their ladies, while
the days of romance nd high adventure were recounted and lived
over in song ,in story,and in impassioned oratory. Stories of hero-
ism connected with 'the War' left a strong imprint wupon the minds
of the children of the Temil, . Ty ailitary tradition hid always
been strong in the Billard line, it was their boast that since
the first Colonel Thomas Ballard haid come to Virginia a Bgllard
in direct descent had responded to every call to arms during ‘the.
colonial 4nd federal periods of Virginia's history. A devoted
patriotism, a strong sense of obligation for the maintenance of
home en d family, and of duty towards the community werejfoutetend-
ing traits of my husband's character which I am sure were impress-
ed upon him by his parents from his earliest years., They were
traits shared by most Virginians in a day when such words as .
chivalry, gallagtry,and duty, were hedd more in honor than in #hry¢
more s8ophisticuted time.

As in most country homes in Virginia the Ballard children
were taught by a governess at homey #ad-VWhen th is rudimentary in-
struction was outgrown pupils were usually sent away to school.
But there was no money in the Ballwar d excheyuer for this added
expense, so at twelve or thirteen years of age Jumes was sent to
the little public school in the neighhborhood, where his mother had
sometimes taught. Now there presiddd as teacher a young man known
to the family who had had some college experience and was a good
tewacher.. ﬁe first awakened in the growing boy the desire for an
education and gave him two yeurs of good training in‘the element~
ary branches, #nd because of personal interest, carryed him on
into Latin and Algebra. With this meager preparation, at the zage
of sixteen he was entergd at William and Maryy College. The two
yeurs spent there were not happy. He never liked to refer to then,
Hampered from the start by inadequate preparation, he neverthe-
less worked hard and congcienciously, and learned at teast, how to
use his mind and acquire knowledge for himself,

The next three years were Bpent almost entirely in the
§9%n¥5¥uggar hls home, From his boyhood years his own hove for
cotsteps Dhag yeen that he might follow in his grundfatherts
self th 38 awyer., But first he must i 5 z
rough the yeurs of preparati N some way carry him-
baration. So he get himself to earn-

| Ballf.



